THE EARL OF PERTH

CAN it really be that President BeneS has attained the age of
three score years? He affirms it himself and knowing his
honesty I believe him. May I therefore offer him my respectful
congratulations ? I should like to take this excellent opportunity
to express to him my high appreciation of and thanks for all
the work he performed on behalf of the League of Nations in
which he was an ardent believer. I owed him a great debt of
gratitude when I was Secretary-General of the League, as he
greatly helped me by his advice and support.

In old days at Geneva after a meeting of the Council in
which he had played a prominent part as representative of his
beloved country, we used regularly to have a small gathering
of the most prominent members of the League Secretariat to
discuss with him the international situation and the best line
for the League to take on certain thorny problems. I can see
him now, ready to listen to all arguments and after hearing
them to expound his own opinion with the greatest clarity
and extraordinary knowledge. The premises on which he
based his conclusions were completely logical and his remark-
able understanding of Slav, Germanic and, though perhaps in
a lesser degree, of Anglo-Saxon and of Latin psychologies
added greatly to the value of his conclusions. Unhappily he was
not able consistently to enforce his wishes as regards foreign
affairs even in his own country. Some of his proposals were
too wise and far-seeing to be acceptable to important parties
in Czechoslovakia who were inclined to adopt opportunist
policies. This was peculiarly true in the case of Austria where,
had Dr. BeneS's advice been followed, economic relations
between that country and the little Entente would have
greatly improved to the benefit of all immediately concerned
and of Europe as a whole.
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